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Entrepreneurial experiences such as community outreach or business development can help high school students bolster 
their college applications. 

 

Many colleges actively seek students who are leaders. After all, the best colleges are flooded with 

applications from bright, motivated students with excellent grades and test scores, so some other 

factor is needed to distinguish candidates. 

Being an entrepreneur is one of the best ways high school students can stand out from their peers. 

Typical high school students will try to show their leadership potential by working in student 

government, heading clubs or even through volunteering with community groups. 

Entrepreneurship, which requires a person to organize and manage a business or some other 

enterprise, takes a different sort of leadership. Starting a business is much riskier and requires a lot 

more courage and creativity than filling a role at an existing organization. 

Even starting a business where you're the only employee shows evidence of leadership. The student 

entrepreneur has demonstrated that he or she sees a problem and has the imagination and ability to 

attempt a solution. These are the exact characteristics that are desired by admissions departments 

of top-tier colleges. 

So what exactly counts as entrepreneurship, and how successful must a student be in a business? 

The good news is that entrepreneurship doesn't need to include an actual business at all. 

For example, a student could use programming skills to develop a website for a nonprofit 

organization. Or he or she could design an online system that allows local stores and restaurants to 

notify the food bank when surplus food is available for pickup. 

A lower-tech example might be a student who organizes peers to read to younger students in an 

after-school program. Successful projects often rely on using existing resources in new and original 

ways. This type of social entrepreneurship depends on creativity, organization and drive – the desire 

to take charge rather than just wait for results. 

Many high school students started successful businesses by marketing to their peers or to society at 

large. And a handful have become wealthy because of their startup ventures. 
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One high school student who grew tired of his phone battery running out invented a wind-powered 

battery charger that could be mounted on his bicycle's handlebars. It was a simple, elegant solution 

using off-the-shelf technology in novel ways. But innovation could be as simple as running bake 

sales with the option of bicycle delivery. 

Keep in mind though that the majority of small business startups fail – if making money were easy, 

everyone would be doing it. But even if students do fail, the experience gained is still valuable and 

well worth the time invested. 

No matter what path you choose, it is very important to develop and maintain relationships 

throughout. Not only will these relationships help you in your future business dealings, but you can 

also call on them for letters of recommendation when applying to college.  

Every applicant will have recommendation letters from teachers or coaches, but very few will have 

testimonials to the drive and dedication required to start and run a business or social program. What 

matters to college admissions officers is that a prospective student showed initiative and had the 

courage to try something new. 

Even an unprofitable attempt at running a business shows more willingness to take risks than the 

student who stayed on the more common path of student government and club leadership. 
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